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Lunetta was facilitator, defense says
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County OKs plan to manage port cranes
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Both sides in Port of Miami trial
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Kendall Coffey of the Miami firm of
Coffey, Diaz & O'Naughten. Coffey is
a former U.S. Attorney for the
Southeast District of Florida. His firm
specializes in general civil litigation
and commercial matters.
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Former port boss acquitted of corruption
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“The defendants . . . used Fiscal Operations Inc. and its collection of crane 2nd the
user fees as a punch bowl, into which they could dip at will . . . [But] a rea- s Norh
sonable jury could not find beyond a reasonable doubt that Miami-Dade s
County owned the crane user fees alleged to have been stolen.” nlo the

— U.S. District Judge Donald Middlebrooks

Port case crumbles
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FREE TO GO: Carmen Lunetta, center, flanked by his attorneys Theodore Klein, left, and Donald sed and
Bierman, leaves the federal courthouse Monday after the case against him was dismissed.

AFTER DISMISSAL:
Defendant Neal
Harrington tells
reporters he is
relieved the case
is over.
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Miami Lawyer Kendall Coffey, a
former U.S. attorney for South Florida
who helped defend Harrington, said
that the government is "reluctant” to
use mail and wire fraud a "general
catch-all" charges to snare offenders.

"If you simply open the flood-gates
and say anything is chargeable, you
have created an undefined landscape,"
he said.

Coffey also said it is rare for the
federal government to become
involved in local election cases ----
particularly when there are state laws
to cover them. No state charges were
filed against the men.

Miami lawyers Kendall Coffey and
Ben Kuehne, who represented
Harrington, called the prosecution
“misplaced.” But Coffey, a former
U.S. attorney for South Florida, said
he still supports government efforts
to snuff out public corruption.




